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How Our UK Register of Overseas 
Entities Registration Service Works 

Initial Contact 

 If you are a client of another Trident Trust office, please deal with your usual local representative who 
will be able to guide you through this process. 

 If you are not a client of Trident Trust, then please email our dedicated ROE team at 
roe@tridenttrust.com . 

 At this stage we will send you a list of the information required to determine the complexity of your 
registration requirements. Once you provide this information, we will provide you with a fee quote for 
our work. 

Provision of Initial Information 

If the fee quote is accepted, we will then require the following information to be provided:  
 A corporate structure diagram, with the details of any natural person that owns or controls more than 

25% 
 Full Company Name and Registered Address and the Invoicing Address for each registrable entity  
 A signed Section 12 Notice from each registrable beneficial owner (which the Directors of the entity are 

obliged to ask the RBOs to sign) 

Formal Engagement and Detailed Information Provision 

Following receipt of this information, we will issue a Letter of Engagement and Terms of Business. Once this 
is signed and returned to us, we will then issue: 
 An invoice for each registrable entity 
 ROE registration forms for completion and the list of the certified documents that are required 
 A link to a secure online document repository where these completed documents can be uploaded 
 Links to a secure electronic identity verification service for use by each registrable beneficial owner 

Identity Verification, Information Review and Registration 

Once we have received payment in full, we will then complete verification of: 
 The electronic ID validation process for each registrable beneficial owner 
 The full set of certified documents and completed registration forms provided to us 
 The signed Section 12 Notices 
 
Once we have verified the information, we will proceed to register the entity on the ROE. 

We will provide by email the Overseas Entity ID once it has been received from Companies House.  An 
automated email reminder will be scheduled to be sent to the specified email address for the entity, two 
months ahead of the next annual filing date. 
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FAQs 

What is an overseas entity?  
It is a legal entity that is governed by the law of a country or territory outside the United Kingdom. Legal entity 
means a corporate body, partnership or other entity that is a legal person under the law of the jurisdiction of 
incorporation.   

What is a beneficial owner?   
A beneficial owner is a person who owns or controls an interest in an overseas entity or other legal entity. The 
definition of a registrable beneficial owner is similar to the definition of people with significant control (PSC) over 
a UK company.   

For the purposes of the Register of Overseas Entitles a person is a registrable beneficial owner if they are:   

 A legal person who 
 holds, directly or indirectly, more than 25% of the shares in the entity 
 holds, directly or indirectly, more than 25% of the voting rights in the entity 
 holds the right, directly or indirectly, to appoint or remove a majority of the board of directors of the 

entity 
 has the right to exercise, or actually exercises, significant influence or control over the entity 

 
 A trustee of a trust and: 

 the trustees of that trust (in their capacity as such) hold, directly or indirectly, more than 25% of the 
shares in the entity 

 the trustees of that trust (in their capacity as such) hold, directly or indirectly, more than 25% of the 
voting rights in the entity 

 the trustees of that trust (in their capacity as such) hold the right, directly or indirectly, to appoint or 
remove a majority of the board of directors of the company 

 the trustees of that trust (in their capacity as such) have the right to exercise, or actually exercise, 
significant influence or control over the company 
 

 A member of a firm that is not a legal person under its governing law, and: 
 the members of that firm (in their capacity as such) hold, directly or indirectly, more than 25% of the 

shares in the entity 
 the members of that firm (in their capacity as such) hold, directly or indirectly, more than 25% of the 

voting rights in the entity 
 the members of that firm (in their capacity as such) hold the right, directly or indirectly, to appoint or 

remove a majority of the board of directors of the company 
 the members of that firm (in their capacity as such) have the right to exercise, or actually exercise, 

significant influence or control over the company 
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What about trusts, partnerships and other entities that do not have legal 
personality?   
If the trustees, members of a partnership or other entity meet any of the conditions specified above and have 
the right to exercise, or actually exercise, significant influence or control over the activities of that trust or 
entity, they must be registered as a beneficial owner of the overseas entity. When identifying a beneficial owner, 
the overseas entity must work up through each layer of its chain of ownership. It may not be sufficient to stop at 
the first entity in the chain.   

It can be a complicated process to identify the registrable beneficial owners, for example, if the UK property is 
held within a trust structure.  We therefore recommend that you work with legal counsel to determine who the 
registrable beneficial owners are. 

What is a managing officer?   
A managing officer of an overseas entity includes a director, manager or secretary. Information about a managing 
officer is required if an overseas entity has no reasonable cause to believe that it has any registrable beneficial 
owners, or if an overseas entity has been unable to provide all the required information about a registrable 
beneficial owner. 

Section 12 requirements  
The Company is legally obliged under Section 12 of the Economic Crime (Transparency and Enforcement) Act 
2022 to send an information notice to any registrable beneficial owners it has identified to confirm their details. 
We require a signed Section 12 Notice from each registrable beneficial owner to be able to register the entity.  

Exceptions  
There is no requirement to register if the entity owned property prior to: 
 England & Wales:  1 January 1999 
 Scotland:   8 December 2014 
 Northern Ireland:  1 August 2022 

If an entity has disposed of land since 28 February 2022, it is required to register through a different process 
which we can also assist with. 

What information is required for the Register of Overseas Entities?  

Overseas entities will need to deliver the following information to Companies House about themselves:  
 Name 
 Date of incorporation, registration number and country it was formed in   
 Registered office address and correspondence address   
 Email address – it will be used to send important information, including the Overseas Entity ID   
 Legal form and governing law   
 Public register it appears on (if relevant) 
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The overseas entity will also need to take “reasonable steps” to identify its beneficial owners.  
They must provide information for each registrable beneficial owner.  For example, if the registrable beneficial 
owner is an individual, they will need to provide the following information:   

 Name, date of birth and nationality   
 Usual residential address and service address   
 Which of the conditions is met to be a registrable beneficial owner and a statement as to why  
 Whether the individual meets that condition by virtue of being a trustee   
 Whether the individual is a designated person (within the meaning of section 9(2) of the sanctions and anti-

money laundering act 2018), where that information is publicly available   
 The date on which the individual became a registrable beneficial owner in relation to the overseas entity   
 

The application will also need to be accompanied by a statement, such as: 

 The overseas entity has identified one or more registrable beneficial owners and that it has no reasonable 
cause to believe there are other beneficial owners 

 There is only partial information about the beneficial owner(s) 
 It has not been possible to identify any beneficial owners 

Trusts 
Where a registrable beneficial owner is acting as a trustee of a trust (or an equivalent arrangement that under its 
governing law is of a similar character to a trust), the overseas entity must also provide information about the 
trust itself, including:  

1. The name of the trust or, if it does not have a name, a description by which it may be identified  
2. The date on which the trust was created 
3. In relation to each person who has at any time been a registrable beneficial owner in relation to the 

overseas entity by virtue of being a trustee of the trust:   
a. The person’s name 
b. The date on which the person became a registrable beneficial owner in that capacity 
c. If relevant, the date on which the person ceased to be a registrable beneficial owner in that capacity 

4. In relation to each beneficiary, settlor, and any other person who has the power to appoint/remove trustees 
under the trust:  
d. Name, date of birth and nationality 
e. Address 

 

Where the overseas entity has disposed of any land since 28 February 2022, they will also need to tell Companies 
House about those dispositions. This includes overseas entities that would otherwise not be required to register 
as they have disposed of all their interests in land since 28 February 2022.   

Does the information need to be verified? 
Information provided by overseas entities about registrable beneficial owners and managing officers must be 
verified. Verification checks must be carried out by a UK-based relevant person who is supervised under the 
Money Laundering Regulations. This must happen before an overseas entity applies for registration on the 
Register of Overseas Entities, provides its annual update to Companies House, or applies for removal from the 
Register of Overseas Entities.   

http://www.tridenttrust.com/
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What information from the register will be available for the public to view?   
Most of the required information about the overseas entity, its beneficial owners and/or managing officers will be 
publicly available on the Companies House “Find and Update Company Information” service.  Certain personal 
data such as dates of birth and usual residential addresses will not be available to view.  The required information 
about trusts will also not be available to view. 

Protection of information from public disclosure 
The name of the overseas entity and its beneficial owners will be publicly available on the Companies House “Find 
and Update Company Information” service once the registration has been accepted. However, the secondary 
legislation confirms that individuals will be able to protect their information from public disclosure under certain 
circumstances. 

Individuals can apply to protect their information if they believe the activities of their overseas entity, or the 
characteristics or personal attributes of the individual when associated with that overseas entity, will put them or 
the people living with them at serious risk of violence or intimidation. 

The application process will be similar to the process currently in place for company directors, LLP members and 
PSCs, and more information will follow on this in due course. 

http://www.tridenttrust.com/
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