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M A LTA  

KEY FACTS  
REGULATORY SERVICES  
FOR MFSA-REGULATED ENTITIES  

INVESTMENT FUNDS, FUND MANAGERS, INVESTMENT FIRMS, PAYMENT SERVICE PROVIDERS, 

ELECTRONIC MONEY INSTITUTIONS AND MICA LICENSED ENTITIES OPERATING IN MALTA ARE 

SUBJECT TO EXTENSIVE STATUTORY AND REGULATORY OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE OVERSIGHT 

OF THE MALTA FINANCIAL SERVICES AUTHORITY. ROBUST COMPLIANCE, RISK MANAGEMENT, 

AML CFT AND GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORKS ARE ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE THAT REGULATED 

ACTIVITIES ARE CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAWS, SECTORAL RULES 

AND SUPERVISORY EXPECTATIONS.  

Regulatory services in Malta are designed to support these entities throughout their lifecycle, from licensing and authorisation 

through to ongoing supervision, regulatory reporting and change management. Such services assist regulated entities in 

maintaining effective internal control frameworks while addressing regulatory complexity across multiple regimes, including MiFID, 

AIFMD, PSD2, EMI frameworks and MiCA. 

Support may be provided through approved appointments to regulated roles or on an ad hoc basis to supplement in-house 

functions. Services may be delivered remotely or from the entity premises, depending on operational and regulatory requirements. 

COMPLIANCE SERVICES 

Regulated entities in Malta are required to appoint a compliance officer responsible for overseeing adherence to regulatory 

requirements and ensuring that regulatory risks are identified, monitored and reported appropriately. The compliance function 

typically covers the establishment and maintenance of a compliance monitoring programme, the drafting and upkeep of compliance 

policies and procedures, preparation of compliance reports for the board of directors, and ongoing liaison with the Malta Financial 

Services Authority, including during supervisory reviews and onsite inspections. 

Compliance services supporting MFSA regulated entities may include: 

Compliance 

 Creation or review of compliance monitoring programmes, policies and procedures aligned with applicable sectoral rules 

 Assistance with personal questionnaires, regulatory notifications and formal correspondence with the MFSA 

 Delivery of compliance training for directors, senior management and staff 

Regulatory and Financial Reporting 

 Annual fund and financial returns, including preparation of financial statements and AAFR 

 Interim financial returns and half yearly reports 

 Preparation of regulatory annexes, where applicable 

 Quarterly reporting for MiFID investment firms 

 FATCA CRS and CBM reporting 

 XBRL conversions 

 Corporate and other applicable tax returns 
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AML CFT SERVICES 

MFSA regulated entities are required to maintain effective AML CFT frameworks proportionate to their risk profile and business 

model. The Money Laundering Reporting Officer plays a central role in safeguarding entities against money laundering and terrorist 

financing risk and in ensuring compliance with Maltese AML legislation and FIAU guidance. 

AML CFT services supporting regulated entities in Malta may include formal appointment or functional support, covering: 

 Drafting or review of the Business Risk Assessment, AML CFT policies and KYC CDD procedures 

 Ongoing support to customer onboarding, KYC and CDD processes 

 Assistance with regulatory notifications and formal correspondence, including REQ submissions 

 AML CFT training for directors, senior management and staff 

RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

Investment funds, regulated firms and financial institutions in Malta are expected to operate structured risk management 

frameworks aligned with the nature, scale and complexity of their activities. Risk management functions support the identification, 

assessment, mitigation and monitoring of regulatory, operational, financial and ICT risks. 

Risk management services may include: 

 Drafting or review of risk management policies and procedures 

 Establishment and maintenance of a risk register and defined risk scoring methodologies 

 Drafting or review of business continuity and operational resilience plans 

 Preparation of risk reports for senior management, risk committees or the board of directors 

DIRECTORSHIPS AND GOVERNANCE SUPPORT 

Regulated entities operating in Malta are subject to governance requirements aimed at ensuring effective oversight, independence 

and accountability at board level. Non-executive directors play an important role in supporting sound governance, strategic 

oversight and regulatory engagement. 

Directorship services may include participation in board meetings, contribution of regulatory and sector expertise, and oversight of 

governance, administration, management and supervision of the entity affairs in line with MFSA expectations. 

INTERNAL AUDIT SERVICES 

Certain MFSA regulated entities are required to establish an independent internal audit function. Internal audit services support 

boards and senior management in assessing the adequacy and effectiveness of governance arrangements, internal controls and 

risk management frameworks. 

Internal audit services may include: 

 Establishment and maintenance of an internal audit function aligned with MFSA requirements and applicable sectoral rules 

 Development of a risk-based audit plan covering governance, safeguarding, outsourcing, ICT and operational resilience 

 Control effectiveness testing and preparation of formal audit reports with remediation tracking 

 Implementation of a Quality Assurance and Improvement Programme aligned with IIA Standards 
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HOW WE CAN ASSIST  

We support investment funds, fund managers, investment firms, payment service providers, electronic money institutions and MiCA 

licensed entities operating under the oversight of the Malta Financial Services Authority by covering the full range of regulatory and 

compliance services outlined above. 

Our services may be provided through formal appointment to regulated roles or through ongoing or ad hoc support arrangements 

designed to complement in‑house teams. We work closely with boards, senior management and key stakeholders to ensure that 

regulatory obligations are met in a structured, proportionate and practical manner, aligned with the nature, scale and complexity of 

each entity. 

We cover compliance, regulatory reporting, AML CFT, risk management, internal audit and governance requirements, supporting 

regulated entities throughout their lifecycle, from establishment and licensing through to ongoing supervision, regulatory change 

and supervisory engagement. Our approach enables clients to maintain robust control frameworks while responding effectively to 

evolving regulatory expectations within the Maltese regulatory environment. 

For more information, please contact Keith Zammit, Director in our Malta office, at kzammit@tridenttrust.com. 
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  GLOBAL COVERAGE   47,000 ENTITIES   CORPORATE CLIENTS 

  TAILORED SERVICE   $177BN AUA   MARITIME 

 TRIDENTTRUST.COM     

mailto:kzammit@tridenttrust.com

