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U A E  

KEY FACTS  
SPECIAL PURPOSE VEHICLES:  
DIFC PRESCRIBED COMPANIES  

PASSIVE HOLDING 

TO FURTHER ENHANCE THE DUBAI INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL CENTRE'S ( DIFC) POSITION  

AS A LEADING INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL CENTRE, THE DIFC ANNOUNCED SIGNIFICANT 

ENHANCEMENTS TO ITS PRESCRIBED COMPANY REGIME ON 24 JULY 2026, BROADENING 

ACCESS TO THESE STRUCTURES AND EXPANDING THEIR USE ACROSS A WIDER RANGE  

OF PRIVATE WEALTH, INVESTMENT HOLDING AND ASSET HOLDING ARRANGEMENTS.  

A DIFC Prescribed Company (PC), commonly referred to as a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), is a passive holding company 

designed to ring-fence and isolate assets and liabilities from financial and legal risk. Operating within the DIFC's internationally 

recognised legal, regulatory and governance framework, a PC provides a secure, flexible and cost-effective platform for holding 

local and international assets. 

The enhanced regime allows PCs to be used for investment holding, securitisation and asset-holding structures worldwide while 

benefiting from the DIFC's robust legal and regulatory environment. 

WHY SET UP YOUR PRESCRIBED COMPANY (PC) IN THE DIFC? 

 Reduced licensing fees: USD100 application fee (one time) and an annual commercial licence fee of USD1,000 

 Flexible registered address: A PC can have its own DIFC office space, co-working desk share office space with its DIFC affiliate, 

or use an appointed DIFC corporate service provider (CSP) 

 Common law jurisdiction with independent DIFC courts  

 Globally competitive and attractive tax regime 

 Zero currency restrictions and 100% foreign ownership 

 Zero restrictions on capital repatriation 

 Transfer of domicile of incorporated companies to and from DIFC 

 Can be used to hold assets located both within the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and internationally 

 Access to key global markets connecting Europe, Asia and Africa 

 Cost-effective and efficient structure for investment holding and asset ownership 

Note: A PC is not permitted to employ any employees. 

ESTABLISHMENT 

 A DIFC PC is available to a broad range of applicants, subject to compliance with the Prescribed Company Regulations 

 A PC may be established for a variety of structuring purposes, including: 

 investment holding 

 asset holding 



 

  

TR ID E N T TRU S T ©  A U G US T 2 0 26 .  TD UB -P C - D I F C -K F  |  PA GE  2  

 

 private wealth and family office structures 

 holding shares in private and public companies 

 holding real estate and other registerable assets 

 structured financing arrangements, including bond and Sukuk issuances 

 securitisation transactions 

 aviation structures 

 maritime structures  

 intellectual property holding structures  

 crowdfunding structures 

A PC may hold assets located both within the GCC and internationally. 

A DIFC PC is a passive holding vehicle and is treated as a private company under the DIFC Companies Law. A PC may  

not conduct commercial or operational business activities, act as a management office, undertake proprietary investment 

activities or employ staff. 

DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION 

 On an annual basis, a confirmation statement shall be filed with the Registrar confirming the following: 

 the PC continues to meet the requirements for an applicant under the new regime; or 

 the PC continues to serve its qualifying purpose 

 For a PC whose qualifying purpose is structured financing that does not have an authorised firm as an initiator or party to the 

transaction, each director shall file with the Registrar additional confirmation that the PC is not being used and will not be used, 

whether in UAE or elsewhere, to: 

 circumvent foreign ownership restrictions 

 change the nationality of a shareholder or interest holder in an entity to avoid foreign investor registration requirements 

 avoid the imposition of any tax or duty as a consequence of the UAE nationality of the PC 

 Additional confirmations may be required for certain structured financing arrangements in accordance with the Prescribed 

Company Regulations 

CORPORATE SERVICE PROVIDER  

 Unless exempt under the Prescribed Company Regulations, a PC is required to appoint a DIFC-licensed Corporate Service 

Provider (CSP) to act as its primary administrative and compliance interface with the DIFC Registrar of Companies. 

 A CSP may assist with: 

 company incorporation and annual filings 

 maintenance of statutory records 

 regulatory and compliance filings 

 AML and UBO compliance requirements 

 submission of reports, disclosures and confirmations to the Registrar 

 provision of registered office facilities where required 

Any CSP appointed must be a qualified person, i.e., licensed by DIFCA to undertake the activity of acting as a CSP of companies 

and registered with the DFSA as a Designated Non-Financial Business or Profession (DNFBP). 
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ACCOUNTING REQUIREMENTS 

 A PC shall maintain accounting records as required under the Companies Law and audited financial statements for corporate tax 

filing if applicable 

 A PC shall be exempt from any requirement to file its accounts with the Registrar (provided they have appointed a CSP to hold 

such accounts) or have them audited 

 Financial statements should be maintained to support any applicable UAE Corporate Tax obligations 

Corporate Tax  

 As a UAE incorporated entity, a DIFC PC is generally required to register for UAE corporate tax within the prescribed timeframe 

 Failure to register within the applicable deadlines may result in administrative penalties 

 The corporate tax treatment of a PC will depend on its activities, ownership structure, sources of income and the availability of 

any applicable exemptions or reliefs under UAE corporate tax legislation 

 Independent tax advice should be sought where appropriate 

 

      

  PEOPLE LED   1,100 STAFF   FUNDS 

  TECH ENABLED   25 JURISDICTIONS   PRIVATE CLIENTS 

  GLOBAL COVERAGE   47,000 ENTITIES   CORPORATE CLIENTS 

  TAILORED SERVICE   $177BN AUA   MARITIME 
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