




F A V O U R A B L E  T A X  R E G I M E  Hong Kong companies 
pay tax on a territorial basis � income earned from  
outside of Hong Kong is not subject to local tax. 

F I N A N C I A L  C E N T R E  R E C O G N I T I O N  Hong Kong 
continues to be one of the world�s leading �nancial  
centres with a world class banking system. 

E X P E R I E N C E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  The local 
professional community enjoys worldwide recognition  
for its international experience. 

P R E F E R R E D  C h I N A  S T A T U S  Hong Kong�s 
agreements with China make the jurisdiction tax  
ef�cient for structuring investment into and trade  
with China. 

R U L E  O F  L A W  The one country, two systems policy 
between China and Hong Kong ensures that the rule  
of law is adhered to by Hong Kong�s judiciary.

C O S T  C O M P E T I T I V E  The cost of company 
incorporation and administration is competitive with  
other similar corporate domiciles.

P O S I T I V E  O E C D  S T A T U S  Hong Kong is not regarded 
by the OECD as a tax haven. 
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A  G L O B A L  C O R P O R A T E  D O M I C I L E

Trident Trust can be  

relied upon with con�dence,  

to provide a highly responsive,  

personal service, with  

uncompromising  

attention to detail.

Hong Kong is among the leading domiciles  
worldwide for trading and investment companies.  
Close to 600,000 companies are registered in  
Hong Kong. An estimated third of these companies  
are being used in cross-border transactions. 

Hong Kong�s attraction as a corporate domicile results 
from a combination of seven unique advantages:
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C O M P A N I E S  �  K E Y  F A C T S

Company Name 
Company names can be in English, in Chinese or in both  
English and Chinese. The company name must end with the  
word �Limited� or its equivalent in Chinese characters.

Subscriber to the Memorandum & Articles of Association 
One subscriber is required who must subscribe to at least one 
share in the company.

Share Capital
There is no limitation on the amount of authorised or issued  
share capital. Capital duty at the rate of 0.1% of the authorised 
capital is payable to the Government on incorporation and on  
any subsequent increase in the authorised capital. Shares must  
be expressed in a �xed amount. 

No par value shares are not permitted. While it is usual for the 
share capital to be expressed in Hong Kong dollars, shares may  
be expressed in other currencies. A multiple currency share  
capital is also permissible.

Shareholders
A private company must have at least one registered shareholder. 
Nominee shareholders may be used. There are no restrictions on 
the nationality or residence of shareholders. Shareholder meetings 
may be held in or outside Hong Kong. Bearer shares  
are not permitted.

Directors
A minimum of one director can be appointed for private  
companies. The director may be either an individual or a body 
corporate. Listed companies and their subsidiaries must have  
at least two individuals as directors. There are no restrictions on 
the nationality or residence of directors. Meetings may be held  
in or outside Hong Kong.

Reserve Director 
Where a company has only one shareholder who is also the sole 
director, the company can nominate in general meeting a reserve 
director who will act in the place of the sole director in the event 
of the sole director�s death.

Secretary 
A company secretary must be appointed. An individual  
who is ordinarily resident in Hong Kong can be appointed 
secretary. A corporate secretary must have its registered of�ce  
or a place of business in Hong Kong.

Registered Of�ce 
A company must maintain a registered of�ce in Hong Kong. 

Business Registration
Every company is required to obtain a registration certi�cate by 
applying to the Commissioner of Inland Revenue. The certi�cate 
is valid for a twelve month period and must be renewed annually.

Annual Meetings
A general meeting of shareholders must be held at least once 
every calendar year. At that time the Pro�t and Loss Account and 
Balance Sheet of the company are laid before the shareholders 
together with the directors� and auditors� reports.

Public Filings
The names and personal particulars of the directors and secretary 
must be �led with the Companies Registry. If shares other than 
subscriber shares are issued, a Return of Allotment must be �led 
with the Registrar, disclosing the identities of the members and 
their shareholdings. Where nominee shareholders and directors 
are used, the bene�cial shareholders need not be disclosed.

Accounts & Audit
Every company is required by law to appoint an auditor or  
�rm of auditors. An auditor must be quali�ed by virtue of the 
Hong Kong Professional Accountants Ordinance and be  
completely independent of the company. 




