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b r i t i s h  v i r g i n  i s l a n d s
Trusts

k e y  f a c t s

1 0  f a c t s  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  V i s t a  T r u s t s

1.	� VISTA is trust legislation enacted by the British Virgin Islands to provide a solution for individu-
als and families that seek the benefits a trust offers but who do not wish to transfer to trustees 
day-to-day management of companies owned by the trust.

2.	� VISTA relieves the trustee of responsibility for management of companies in which the trust 
holds shares and in which a non-trustee is a director.

3.	� Trustees can agree to restrictions regarding the number of directors they appoint, who will be 
the directors, how long they will serve and in what circumstances a director can be removed. 

4.	� The sale by the trustees of a VISTA trust of shares in an underlying company requires the ap-
proval of the directors of that company.

5.	� VISTA limits a family’s involvement with a trustee’s activities to membership of the board of 
companies the trust owns by either family members or independent directors. 

6.	� Trustees are not required to maximise the value of the assets held by the trust for the benefit of 
the beneficiaries. 

7.	� Trustees retain ultimate fiduciary responsibility for the distribution of assets to beneficiaries, 
preparing the trust’s financial accounts and ensuring that a settlor’s estate or family planning 
wishes are carried out.

8.	� Trustees have authority to intervene in the running of the underlying company when required 
to do so by the trust deed.

9.	 A BVI licensed trust company must be the sole trustee.

10.	�VISTA applies to shares (“designated shares”) in a BVI company; the BVI company in turn can 
hold shares in non-BVI companies but VISTA will not apply to these shares. VISTA also does not 
apply to shares in non-BVI companies held by the trust.

Please contact any Trident Trust office worldwide for further information 
about our services and fees. Office contact details are included on the 
following page.

Trident Trust Company (BVI) Ltd
Trident Chambers, Wickhams Cay
PO Box 146 Road Town, Tortola 
British Virgin Islands
Tel +1-284-494-2434
Fax +1-284-494-3754
bvi@tridenttrust.com

http://www.tridenttrust.com
mailto:bahamas@tridenttrust.com
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e u r o p e

t h e  a m e r i c a s / 
c a r i b b e a n

a s i a / pa c i f i c

m i d d l e  e a s t /
a f r i c a

G u e r n s e y
Trident Trust Company (Guernsey) Ltd

Tel  +44-1481-727571
Fax +44-1481-723162
guernsey@tridenttrust.com

i s l e  o f  m a n

Trident Trust Company (IOM) Ltd

Tel  +44-1624-646700
Fax +44-1624-620588
iom@tridenttrust.com

j e r s e y
Trident Trust Company Ltd

Tel  +44-1534-733401
Fax +44-1534-727195
jersey@tridenttrust.com

b a h a m a s
Trident Corporate Services (Bahamas) Ltd

Tel  +1-242-322-6154
Fax +1-242-328-1064
bahamas@tridenttrust.com

b a r b a d o s
Trident Corporate Services (Barbados) Ltd

Tel  +1-246-431-0760
Fax +1-246-431-0591
barbados@tridenttrust.com

b r i t i s h  v i r g i n  i s l a n d s
Trident Trust Company (BVI) Ltd

Tel  +1-284-494-2434
Fax +1-284-494-3754
bvi@tridenttrust.com

h o n g  k o n g
Trident Corporate Services (Asia) Ltd

Tel  +852-2805-2000
Fax +852-2850-4090
hongkong@tridenttrust.com

c y p r u s
Trident Trust Company (Cyprus) Ltd

Tel  +357-258-20-650
Fax +357-253-61-857
cyprus@tridenttrust.com

Trident Fiduciaries (Middle East) Ltd

Tel  +357-253-53-520
Fax +357-258-18-808
fiduciariesme@tridenttrust.com

l u x e m b o u r g
Trident Trust Company (Luxembourg) Sàrl

Tel  +352-26-30-28-48 
Fax +352-26-30-28-49
luxembourg@tridenttrust.com

Trident Corporate Services (Luxembourg) Sàrl

Tel	 +352-26-30-27-81 
Fax +352-26-30-27-82
corporate.luxembourg@tridenttrust.com

M a lt a
Trident Trust Company(Malta) Ltd

Tel  +356 21 434 525
Fax +356 21 434 595
malta@tridenttrust.com

c ay m a n  i s l a n d s
Trident Trust Company (Cayman) Ltd

Tel  +1-345-949-0880
Fax +1-345-949-0881
cayman@tridenttrust.com

n e v i s
Meridian Trust Company Ltd

Tel 	+1-869-469-1333
Fax +1-869-469-0968
nevis@tridenttrust.com

pa n a m a
Trident Trust (Panama) S.A.

Tel  +507-302-7494
Fax +507-302-7497
panama@tridenttrust.com

n e w  z e a l a n d
Trident Trust Company (NZ) Ltd

Tel  +64-9-300-6067
Fax +64-9-366-1482
nz@tridenttrust.com

d u b a i
Trident Trust Company (UAE) Ltd
Dubai Branch

Tel  +971-4-321-2444
Fax +971-4-321-9044
dubai@tridenttrust.com

m a u r i t i u s
Trident Trust Company (Mauritius) Ltd

Tel  +230-210-9770
Fax +230-210-1266
mauritius@tridenttrust.com

s w i t z e r l a n d
Trident Corporate Services AG

Tel  +41-44-396-1080
Fax +41-44-396-1081
switzerland@tridenttrust.com

u n i t e d  k i n g d o m
Trident Trust Company (UK) Ltd

Tel  +44-20-7935-1503
Fax +44-20-7935-7242
uk@tridenttrust.com

Trident Company Services (UK) Ltd

Tel  +44-20-7487-0460
Fax +44-20-7487-0461
corpservices@tridenttrust.com

u n i t e d  s t a t e s

New York
Trident Corporate Services, Inc

Tel  +1-212-840-8280
Fax +1-212-944-5923
nyc@tridenttrust.com

Atlanta
Trident Corporate Services, Inc

Tel  +1-404-233-5275
Fax +1-404-233-9629
usa@tridenttrust.com

u s  v i r g i n  i s l a n d s
Trident Trust Company (VI) Ltd

Tel  +1-340-774-7322
Fax +1-340-776-0651
usvi@tridenttrust.com

s e y c h e l l e s
Trident Trust Company  
(Seychelles) Ltd

Tel  +248-4-422-000
Fax +248-4-422-010
seychelles@tridenttrust.com

s i n g a p o r e
Trident Trust Company  
(Singapore) Pte Ltd

Tel	 +65-6304 3288
Fax +65-6491 1231
singapore@tridenttrust.com

w w w . t r i d e n t t r u s t . c o mp r o v i d i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  t h r o u g h  p e r f o r m a n c e

o f f i c e s

mailto:guernsey@tridenttrust.com
mailto:iom@tridenttrust.com
mailto:bahamas@tridenttrust.com
mailto:barbados@tridenttrust.com
mailto:bvi@tridenttrust.com
mailto:hongkong@tridenttrust.com
mailto:cyprus@tridenttrust.com
mailto:fiduciariesme@tridenttrust.com
mailto:jersey@tridenttrust.com
mailto:luxembourg%40tridenttrust.com?subject=
mailto:corporate.luxembourg%40tridenttrust.com?subject=
mailto:cayman@tridenttrust.com
mailto:nevis@tridenttrust.com
mailto:panama@tridenttrust.com
mailto:nz@tridenttrust.com
mailto:dubai@tridenttrust.com
mailto:mauritius@tridenttrust.com
mailto:switzerland@tridenttrust.com
mailto:uk@tridenttrust.com
mailto:corpservices@tridenttrust.com
mailto:nyc@tridenttrust.com
mailto:usa@tridenttrust.com
mailto:usvi@tridenttrust.com
mailto:seychelles%40tridenttrust.com?subject=
mailto:singapore%40tridenttrust.com?subject=
www.tridenttrust.com

